Becoming an International Chapter of the VBMA

With the growing international interest in the Veterinary Business Management Association (VBMA) the National board felt it was imperative to develop a relationship with these chapters.  Business is an important aspect of veterinary medicine in every country.  The board is happy to offer an extension of the VBMA to international chapters.  There are certain limitations that prevent the board from providing all the benefits that are given to the chapters in the United States.  The below information outlines what an international chapter can expect after joining the VBMA.

What are some of the limitations and differences from U.S. chapters?

Though foreign organizations will be considered VBMA chapters in name, they will not fall under the same qualifications as domestic chapters.

1. Chapters will sign an agreement stating that they will uphold the mission statement and goals of the VBMA. 

2. The National board cannot provide funding in accordance with the organization’s 501(c)(3) status; therefore, these chapters will not be required to comply with submitting event reports. The National board suggests that that international chapters set goals and measure themselves against them, in lieu of the NVBMA evaluating their progress.

3. These chapters will not be eligible for any National sponsored event or project that stems from sponsorship funds or would jeopardize current relationships with industry supporters, such as Hill’s funds, the VPI contest participation, Veterinary Economics member subscriptions, participation at the National Meeting in Orlando, FL, etc. 

What benefits are there for International chapters?
These chapters will have a password to the website so that they have access to the Operations Manual and Transition Packet. They will also be listed on the website as a chapter under a separate heading and their contact information and websites will be linked to ours. International chapters will be included on the listserv to receive a quarterly newsletter and chat transcripts, though they will not be required to participate. The most important aspect these chapters would gain is a name for their organization with a positive reputation and other student resources that they can gain ideas and feedback from. 

As these international chapters are strengthened in their respective countries, we can expect for a similar growth pattern as we experienced in the US. This would ultimately lead to a NVBMA sister-type organization dedicated to managing the chapters within those countries. 

Though there are many details that will need to be refined as the “International VBMA” develops, this immediate course of action may allow this endeavor to move forward.  

